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1. Aims and Scope

"Medical Entomology and Zoology" is a quarterly
bilingual (English and Japanese) open-access journal
published by the Japan Society of Medical Entomology
and Zoology. It is available in both print and electronic
formats, with all online articles freely accessible
immediately upon publication.

The journal covers research on disease vectors such as
mosquitoes, flies, ticks, and rodents that transmit
significant infectious diseases; venomous animals
including snakes, bees, and poisonous moths; and
nuisance insects such as cockroaches and chironomids.
The scope encompasses taxonomy, ecology, control
measures, disease transmission, insecticides, and other
aspects of medical entomology and zoology. We
welcome papers on basic, experimental, applied, and
clinical research.
The journal publishes original articles, short
communications, case reports, notes, and review articles
in either English or Japanese. The journal also includes
book reviews, conference abstracts, and society-related
news. Original articles and short communications report
unpublished original research. Case reports and notes
focus more on documenting facts rather than discussion

compared to original articles and short communications.

While review articles may summarize past research,

they must include important insights or fresh
perspectives.

All manuscripts undergo single-anonymous peer review.
Publication processes follow the guidelines established
by COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics).

The journal's readership includes academic and
industrial researchers, engineers, clinical practitioners,
students, and other professionals interested in medical
entomology and zoology. Through the publication of
excellent research, "Medical Entomology and Zoology"
strives to serve as an essential platform for international

communication in the field.

2. Article Types

The journal accepts manuscripts in English or Japanese.
All manuscripts undergo peer review.

Original Articles

Original articles are comprehensive reports of original
research. These should follow the standard format
including Abstract, Introduction, Materials and
Methods, Results, Discussion, and References.

Short Communications

Short communications are timely reports of original
research that warrant rapid publication but may not be
as comprehensive as full articles. These should follow
the same format as original articles.

Case Reports

Case reports are timely descriptions of previously
unpublished cases that warrant rapid publication. These
should follow the same format as original articles.
Notes

Notes document unpublished survey records and new
arthropod species records that warrant timely
publication. These should follow the same format as
original articles.

Review

Review articles provide novel or unique overviews of

recent or important developments in the field. These
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must address fundamental aspects of the subject and be
based on appropriate and sufficient evidence. The
format for Abstract and References follows that of
original articles.

Feature

Features are collections of multiple articles organized
around a specific theme determined by the feature editor.
A feature may include any combination of original
articles, short communications, case reports, notes, or

review articles.

3. Publication Ethics

3-1. Ethics Policy

"Medical Entomology and Zoology" maintains the
highest standards in academic publishing.

Authors must read and confirm compliance with the
journal's policies before submitting manuscripts. The
journal reserves the right to reject without review or
retract any manuscript that the Editor-in-Chief
determines does not comply with these policies.

The responsibilities regarding research and publication
ethics for authors, editors, reviewers, and publishers are
as follows:

e  Manuscripts submitted to the journal must be
unpublished in whole or in part in any language
and not under consideration for publication
elsewhere.

if the

manuscript is under consideration or has been

e Authors must inform the editors
published elsewhere. This does not apply to
preprint server postings (see Section 3-3 on
Preprints).

e If authors choose to submit to another journal
before a final decision is made by Medical
Entomology and Zoology, they must first
withdraw their manuscript from this journal.

3-2. Submission

Medical

Entomology and Zoology welcomes

manuscript submissions from authors worldwide.
By submitting a manuscript to the journal, all authors
are considered to have guaranteed that the content is
factual, agreed to the submission, and have the right to
publish it.
3-3. Preprints
To promote research dissemination, the journal allows
authors to post manuscripts to community-recognized
preprint servers such as Jxiv (operated by the Japan
Science and Technology Agency) before or concurrent
with submission. This policy applies only to original
versions of primary research manuscripts. Manuscripts
revised based on reviewer comments, accepted
manuscripts, and published papers must not be posted
to preprint servers. Once the paper is published in the
journal, authors must promptly add a link to the journal
article on the preprint.
Authors retain copyright of manuscripts posted to
preprint servers.
3-4. Priority Claims (Scooping)
When evaluating the novelty of submitted manuscripts,
the journal will not consider manuscripts posted to
community-recognized preprint servers after the
submission date to Medical Entomology and Zoology.
3-5. Authorship
All authors listed on submitted manuscripts are assumed
to have approved the author list. Changes to the author
list after submission (including additions, deletions, or
rearrangement) require approval from all authors and
the editorial board.
Following the International Committee of Medical
Journal Editors (ICMJE) recommendations, authorship
should be based on the following four criteria:

1. Substantial contributions to conception or

design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis,
or interpretation of data.

2. Drafting the work or revising it critically for

important intellectual content.
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3. Final approval of the version to be published.
4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of
the work.
Contributors who meet fewer than all four criteria
should be acknowledged in the Acknowledgments
section.
Authors must include an Author Contribution Statement
section specifying each author's contributions.
3-6. Data Falsification, Fabrication, and Image
Integrity
Authors must not falsify or fabricate data. While authors
may process digital images, all of the following
conditions must be met:
e Adjustments must be minimal
e Processing must be applied to the entire image,
not locally
e  Processing must follow community standards
e All processing must be clearly described in the
manuscript
Editors reserve the right to request submission of
unprocessed original images. Manuscripts may be
rejected if these are not provided.
3-7. Copyrighted Material
When manuscripts include previously published or
unpublished material for which authors do not hold
copyright, authors must obtain permission from the
copyright holder for reproduction.
Copies of all permissions must be submitted with the
manuscript.
3-8. Data and Material Availability
Authors are encouraged to make their data and materials
publicly available either as supplementary materials or
through recognized public databases or repositories
linked to the paper. All datasets must be fully available
to editors and reviewers during review and prepared for
public release by the publication date. The journal
encourages authors to honor reasonable requests for

sharing data, materials, and experimental protocols

described in the paper.

3-9. Specimen Collection

Papers involving wildlife collection must include
detailed information about sources and collection
methods. Authors must describe relevant ethical
guidelines and collection permits in the Methods section.
In Japan, the Act on Protection and Control of Wild
Birds and Mammals prohibits capture and keeping of
wild animals (mammals and birds) without permission.
However, Norway rats, black rats, and house mice are
exceptions under Article 80 of the Act and Article 78 of
its enforcement regulations, allowing capture for
research without specific permission.

3-10. Animal and Human Research

For manuscripts describing animal experiments or use
of animal materials, authors must certify that the
research followed guidelines approved by their
institutional review board. When approval was obtained
from animal experiment committees or ethics
committees, the committee name and approval number
must be stated at the end of the Methods section.

For manuscripts involving human subjects or materials,
authors must additionally certify compliance with the
Declaration of Helsinki and institutional guidelines.
Authors must describe procedures for obtaining
informed consent for participation and publication in
the Methods section. When authors' institutions lack
ethics committees, reviews can be obtained from
prefectural medical associations or the Japan Medical
Association. Some questionnaire surveys may not
qualify as medical research under the new ethical
guidelines; while review may not be required in such
cases, appropriate protection of personal information is
essential.

3-11. Use of AI Tools

Following COPE guidelines, authors must describe any
artificial

use of generative or non-generative

intelligence (AI) tools in the Methods section. Generally,
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use of generative Al tools is permitted only when
essential to research design or methodology. Authors
must be aware of copyright concerns regarding Al-
generated content and take full responsibility for their
manuscript content. Use of non-generative Al tools for
spelling and grammar checking is permitted.

3-12. Conflicts of Interest

Authors must declare any conflicts of interest in the
manuscript. For submissions to this journal, authors
must self-declare any conflicts of interest from the
previous year. Standards for conflict-of-interest self-
declaration are separately defined in the "Standards for
Conflict of Interest Self-Declaration in the Japan
Society of Medical Entomology and Zoology."

3-13. Confidentiality

The journal maintains the confidentiality of unpublished
manuscripts. By submitting to the journal, authors agree
to maintain the confidentiality of all communication
regarding the manuscript.

3-14. Self-Archiving (Green OA) Policy

Authors may register the publisher's version (PDF file
published electronically) of their article in institutional
repositories such as university repositories without
obtaining permission from the Japan Society of Medical
Entomology and Zoology. The journal recommends
registration concurrent with publication.

3-15. Long-term Digital Archiving

J-STAGE

Articles are published on

(https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/mez/-char/ja).

If content becomes unavailable on J-STAGE for an
extended period, journal content will be available
through Portico

(https://www.portico.org/publishers/ijstage/).

3-16. Advertising Policy
The journal does not accept advertising on article pages,
journal website, or other locations, except in abstract

books.

4. Editorial and Peer Review Process

4-1. Editorial and Peer Review Process

The Editorial Board of "Medical Entomology and
Zoology" consists of the Editor-in-Chief (Editorial
Director of the Japan Society of Medical Entomology
and Zoology), Editorial Secretary, and approximately
30 board members recommended by the Society's Board
of Directors and approved at the General Assembly. The
journal employs a single-anonymous peer review
system.

4-2. Review Process

Manuscripts submitted to the journal may be rejected
without review if the Editor-in-Chief determines they
fall outside the journal's scope or are unsuitable for
publication. Manuscripts that pass initial screening are
assigned to two reviewers selected by the handling
editor based on their expertise and reviewing experience.
Based on reports from two or more reviewers, the
handling editor makes an initial decision on the
manuscript. When revision is required, authors must
submit the revised manuscript within the period
specified by the editorial office. The handling editor
makes a recommendation regarding publication to the
Editor-in-Chief, who makes the final decision on each
manuscript.

Editorial Board members serve in an advisory capacity,
providing feedback on manuscripts and suggestions for
journal improvement. When the Editor-in-Chief is an
author, the Editorial Board members make the final
decision on publication.

4-3. Reviewer Reports

As a matter of policy, reviewer comments are sent to
authors in their original form. However, comments
containing inappropriate language, information, or
recommendations regarding publication decisions may
be edited without consulting the reviewer.

4-4. Acceptance Criteria

The handling editor recommends publication when
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manuscripts meet the journal's publication requirements
and are deemed to contribute to the journal. Acceptance
criteria include:

¢ Content within the journal's scope

¢  Originality and novelty

e  Technical rigor in research description

e High interest to journal readers

¢ Significant findings in the field
Manuscripts deemed unsuitable for publication may be
recommended for rejection. Rejection decisions are
communicated to authors under the Editor-in-Chief's
name.
4-5. Editorial Independence
The Japan Society of Medical Entomology and Zoology
grants the Editorial Board complete and sole
responsibility for all editorial decisions in "Medical
Entomology and Zoology." The Society does not
interfere with editorial decisions except in cases of
fundamental breakdown. Editorial decisions are made
solely on scientific grounds, completely separate from
other interests of the journal.
4-6. Appeals
Authors may appeal editorial decisions if they believe
an error has been made. Appeals are considered only
when authors present detailed evidence of
misunderstanding or errors by reviewers or editors. The
Editor-in-Chief carefully considers appeals and makes
the final decision. Decisions and procedures follow
COPE guidelines.
4-7. Confidentiality in Review
The journal maintains the confidentiality of unpublished
manuscripts. Editors and reviewers must:

e Not disclose reviewer identities to authors

without reasonable cause
e Not discuss manuscripts with anyone not
directly involved in the review

e Not use manuscript information in their own

research or publications

e Not use information gained during review for
benefit or detriment to themselves, others, or
organizations

e Not upload manuscript content to Al tools or
public platforms

4-8. Editor and Reviewer Conflicts of Interest
Journal reviewers and editors must declare conflicts of
interest when handling manuscripts. Editors or
reviewers who declare conflicts are excluded from
handling the manuscript. Conflicts include conducting
research on the same or competing topics as the authors
or having financial interests in the research or its
publication.

4-9. Errata and Retractions

The journal recognizes the importance of maintaining
the integrity of published papers.

Errors in published papers are corrected through errata.
Authors wishing to correct published papers should
contact the handling editor or editorial office with
details of the error and proposed changes. When co-
authors disagree about corrections, the Editor-in-Chief
may seek advice from the Editorial Board or external
reviewers. When errata are published, dissenting
authors are noted in the text.

Retraction occurs when published papers contain
invalid or unreliable results or conclusions, have been
previously published, or violate research or publication
ethics. Individuals requesting paper retraction should
communicate concerns to the editorial office. The
Editor-in-Chief investigates and obtains responses from
the authors. When co-authors disagree about retraction,
the Editor-in-Chief may seek advice from the Editorial
Board or external reviewers. When papers are retracted,
dissenting authors are noted in the text.

Decisions regarding errata or retraction are made at the
sole discretion of the Editor-in-Chief.

4-10. Journal Authors as Editors

When Editorial Board members, including the Editor-
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in-Chief, submit manuscripts, they are excluded from
the review process for their papers. Manuscripts
authored by "Medical Entomology and Zoology"
editors undergo the same review and editorial decision
process as other manuscripts.

4-11. Handling Potential Ethics Violations

The journal follows its own policies and COPE
guidelines when addressing allegations of ethics
violations.

4-12. Copyright, Open Access, and Fees

"Medical Entomology and Zoology" is fully open
access and uses Creative Commons licenses. These
licenses allow users to use and reuse published papers
free of charge and without publisher or author
permission. Details of CC licenses follow in the next
section.

4-13. Copyright and Licensing

Authors must sign a Copyright Transfer Agreement
(CTA) transferring all copyright of their paper to the
Japan Society of Medical Entomology and Zoology.
The Society publishes papers under the Creative
Commons  Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0
International (CC BY-NC 4.0) license. This license
permits sharing and adaptation with appropriate credit
for non-commercial purposes. Academic research
books, educational books, or publications (including e-
books) related to medical entomology are considered
non-commercial and do not require permission.
Authors should check with their funding agencies
before submission, as some require publication under
specific Creative Commons licenses.

4-14. Publication Charges and Other Author Fees
No publication charges apply when the first author or
corresponding author is a member of the Japan Society
of Medical Entomology and Zoology. When neither the
first author nor corresponding author is a member, a
publication fee equivalent to one year's individual

membership fee is charged. Publication charges are

waived for foreign authors submitting from outside
Japan.

Original articles are limited to 32 printed pages, while
short communications, case reports, and notes are
limited to 6 printed pages. Authors are charged 3,000
yen per excess page. Authors also bear actual costs for
art pages, color printing, and block copy (including
trace and phototypesetting).

4-15. Submission Fee

No submission fee is charged.

4-16. Manuscript Submission

Manuscripts should be submitted through the journal's
online submission system below.

https://www.editorialmanager.com/mez/

Original or revised manuscript files can be uploaded in
PDF or Microsoft Word format. Final manuscripts must
be submitted in Word format. Figures and tables may be
submitted in other commonly used formats.

For problems with the online submission system,
contact the editorial office:

Editorial Office: jsmez_editors@]jsmez.org

5. Manuscript Preparation

5-1. Style

Manuscripts (in English or Japanese) should be
prepared using Microsoft Word or other common
software applications, with A4 page size, 11-point font,
1.5 line spacing, and 2.5 cm margins on all sides. Page
numbers should be centered at the bottom of each page,
and lines should be numbered consecutively throughout
the manuscript.

For Japanese manuscripts, use full-width periods (. ),
commas (, ), and full-width parentheses ().

5-2. English Standard

Manuscripts should be written in clear, grammatically
correct English. Manuscripts may be rejected without
review if the quality of English seriously impedes

understanding of the content.
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5-3. Format

Original articles, short communications, case reports,
notes, and review articles should be arranged as follows:
For English manuscripts:

e First page: Title, full names of all authors,
affiliations, addresses, corresponding author's
name and email address

e Second page: Abstract (not exceeding 200
words, no citations), up to 6 keywords

e Subsequent pages: Main text (Introduction,
Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion,

Conflict of
Interest, Data Availability Statement, Author

Acknowledgements, Funding,
Contribution Statement, Ethics Approval and
Consent to Participate), References, Tables,
Figure legends, Figures

e Final page: Japanese summary (including
Japanese title, Japanese author names, and
abstract within 360 characters)

For Japanese manuscripts:

o First page: Same content as English
manuscripts in Japanese, followed by the same
information in English

e Second page: English abstract (not exceeding
200 words, no citations), up to 6 keywords in
English

e Subsequent pages: Main text (Introduction,
Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion,
Acknowledgements) in Japanese, References,
Tables, Figure legends, Figures

e Japanese summary: Not required

Title

The title should concisely and clearly represent the

paper's content. Avoid abbreviations in the title except

for commonly used terms.

Authors

Include full names of all authors.

Affiliations
Journal homepage: https://www.jsmez.org/

List institutional names and addresses. For authors from
different institutions, use superscript numbers to
indicate affiliations.

Keywords

Provide up to 6 English keywords not used in the title.
Abbreviations

Define abbreviations at first use in the text (excluding
title and abstract) by providing the full term followed by
the abbreviation in parentheses. Common abbreviations,
such as DNA, RNA, or PCR, may be used without
definition.

Units

Use Arabic numerals and the International System of
Units (SI) or SI-derived units. For more details, refer to
the Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM)
website.

Scientific Names

Scientific names should be in italics with the author of
the species name included at first mention in the text.
Do not include the year of naming unless the original
description paper is cited in the references. After the
first mention, omit the author's name and abbreviate the
genus name.

In Japanese manuscripts, when first mentioning an
organism, write the Japanese name in katakana followed
by the scientific name without parentheses. Use only the
Japanese name thereafter.

Do not include author names with scientific names in
English titles. In Japanese titles, use only Japanese
names except when no Japanese name exists or when
taxonomic description requires scientific names.
Abstract

The abstract should clearly express the paper's main
points in a single paragraph, including the problem
addressed, experimental methods, main results, and
conclusions. Keep abstracts within 200 words for all
manuscript types and avoid abbreviations. Do not

include citations.
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Introduction

Provide sufficient background information to
understand the study's purpose and relationship to other
research in the field.

Materials and Methods

Methods should be described concisely but with
necessary and sufficient details to allow experiment
replication. List sources (including city and country in
parentheses) for chemicals, animals, microbial strains,
and equipment used. When using hazardous materials or
procedures not widely recognized, provide detailed
safety precautions. When animal experiment or ethics
committee approval was obtained, include the
committee name and approval number at the end of the
Methods section.

Results

Report experimental or survey results. Results and
Discussion sections may be combined if appropriate.
Tables and figures (including photographs) may be used
to explain results (see Tables and Figures section).
Discussion

Keep discussion concise and focused on interpreting
results. New models or hypotheses may be presented
only when suggested by results.

Acknowledgements

Authors may briefly acknowledge those who
contributed to manuscript preparation but do not qualify
for authorship (as defined in the Authorship section).
Funding

Authors must list all research grants supporting the
work reported. For each grant, include the recipient
institution, funding agency, grant number, and location
(city and country) of the funding agency.

Conflict of Interest

Authors must declare any financial conflicts of interest
or other competing interests related to the research. If
no conflicts exist, state:

"The authors declare no competing interests."”

Data Availability Statement
Authors are encouraged to state the availability of data
presented or associated with the paper. Include
information about where data can be accessed. If data
are not publicly available, explain conditions and
methods for obtaining access.
Author Contribution Statement
Authors must specify contributions according to the
CRediT (Contributor Roles Taxonomy) classification
system. Review the CRediT website and assign each
author one or more of the 14 CRediT roles, for example:
¢ Conceptualization: Author AB
¢ Funding acquisition: Author AB
e Investigation: Authors AB, CD
e Project administration: Author AB
e Visualization: Author EF
e  Writing - original draft: Authors AB, CD, EF
e  Writing - review & editing: Authors AB, CD
Ethics Approval and Consent to Participate
Authors must declare that any research involving
humans or animals obtained and complied with relevant
ethical approvals. If not applicable, state:
"Not applicable."
References
When citing multiple references simultaneously in the
text, list them chronologically.
Regarding in-text citations for multi-authored papers:
e In English manuscripts, connect two author
names with "and" (e.g., Claydon and Grove)
and use "et al." for three or more authors (e.g.,
Shim et al.).
Arrange cited references alphabetically by author name,
as shown in the examples below. When citing multiple
papers by the same author(s) published in the same year,
distinguish them by adding letters (a, b, c, etc.) after the
year to correspond with citations in the text. Conference
abstracts may be cited only with the Editorial

Committee’s approval.
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For English manuscripts:

For references with multiple authors, use commas to
separate all names except the last, which should be
connected by "and". Use journal name abbreviations in
italics. Journal abbreviations should follow BIOSIS
Serial Sources

(http://www.library.illinois.edu/biotech/j-abbrev.html).

Examples:

Journal articles:

Author, A. B., Author, C. D. and Author, E. F.
Publication year. Article Title. Journal Title (abbr.), 00:
00-00.

Rosen, L. 1986. The natural history of Japanese
encephalitis virus. Annu. Rev. Microbiol. 40: 395-414.
Shim, J. C., Kim, C. L., Lee, W. L. and Shin, E. H. 1990.
Population densities of Culex tritaeniorhynchus for

surveillance of Japanese encephalitis in Korea. Kor. J.

Entomol. 20: 213-222 (In Korean with English abstract).

Books:

Author, A. B., Author, C. D. and Author, E. Jr.
Publication year. Title. 000 pp., Publisher name, Place
of publication.

Molineaux, L. and Gramiccia, G. 1980. The Garki
Project, Research on the Epidemiology and Control of
Malaria in the Sudan Savanna of West Africa. 311 pp.,
WHO, Geneva.

Book chapters:

Author, A. B. and Author, C. D. Publication year. Title
of article. In: Title of Book (eds. Editor, F. and Editor,
G.), pp. 00-00, Publisher, Place of publication.
Claydon, N. and Grove, J. E. 1984. Fusarium as an
insect pathogen. /n: The Applied Mycology of
Fusarium (eds. Moss, M. O. and Smith, J. E.), pp. 117—
128, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.
Electronic journal articles:

Author, A. B., Author, C. D. and Author, E. F.
Publication year. Article Title. Journal Title (abbr.), 0:
0000. DOI: xxxXXXXX.

Zhang, Y., Nie, Y., Li, L. Y., Chen, S. Y., Liu, G. H. and
Wei Liu, W. 2022. Population genetics and genetic
variation of Ctenocephalides felis and Pulex irritans in
China by analysis of nuclear and mitochondrial genes.
Vectors, 15: 266. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13071-022-05393-6.

Parasit.

Web resources:

Author, A. B., Author, C. D. and Author, E. F.
Publication year. Title of web page. Title of web site
[accessed month date, year]. URL

Walter Reed Biosystematics Unit, 2009. Systematic
Catalog of Culicidae. Walter Reed Biosystematics Unit
[accessed November 28, 2009].

http://www.mosquitocatalog.org

Tables and Figures

Limit the number of tables and figures as much as
possible. Prepare them in English even for Japanese
manuscripts. Use color pages only when essential.

Use Microsoft Word to prepare tables and figures, and
attach figure captions, figures, and tables in that order at
the end of the manuscript. If created using different
software, submit them as separate editable files along
with the manuscript file.

Tables should be numbered consecutively (Table 1,
Table 2, etc.) and include titles. Place explanatory notes
and footnotes below the table, indicated by superscript
letters (a), b), etc. Place units at the top of columns.
Describe experimental conditions used to obtain table
data in the main text, not in table legends. For multi-
page tables, use "Continued" as the title for second and
subsequent pages.

Figures may include line drawings, photographs, charts,
and graphs. Use images with sufficient resolution for
printing. Indicate magnification in figure legends or
with scale bars in photographs. Number figures
consecutively (Figure 1, Figure 2, etc.) and include brief
titles. sufficient

Figure captions should provide

experimental details for understanding the figure while
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avoiding duplication of information given in the main
text.

Supplementary Materials

Supplementary materials provide additional but non-
essential content. As supplementary materials undergo
peer review, authors must submit final versions with the
manuscript. Authors cannot modify supplementary

materials after manuscript acceptance.

6. Accepted Manuscripts

6-1. Accepted Manuscripts

Accepted manuscripts will undergo copyediting and
typesetting by the journal's production team before
publication. The journal is published quarterly in print
and electronic formats. All correspondence regarding
accepted manuscripts will be conducted with the
corresponding author.

6-2. Proofreading

Authors will receive only the first galley proof for
correction. The corresponding author must check and
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